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WRITING Grade8

DAY 1 DAY1l DAY1

PREWRITING AND DRAFTING

TOPIC:

Facing a challenge

THINKING ABOUT THE TOPIC:

Helen Keller, who was both deaf and blind, and grew up to become a fine writer and speaker, said,
“...we could never learn to be brave and patient, if there were only joy in the world.”

“You must do the thing you think you cannot do.”
Eleanor Roosevelt

“Challenges make you discover things about yourself that you never realy knew. They’re what
make the instrument stretch—what make you go beyond the norm.”
Cicely Tyson

“What doesn’t kill me makes me stronger.”
Albert Camus
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WRITING Grade8

DAY 1] DAY 1l DAY 1

DIRECTIONS:

Continue to think about the topic and the materials you looked at earlier.

With your partners, go through the questions below. You may go through them in any order you wish
aslong as everyone has an opportunity to respond. You may wish to spend more time on the questions
that most interest you and your partners. You will have 10 minutes to discuss these.

TALKING ABOUT THE TOPIC:

» Tell about atime you successfully faced a challenge.

» What are some of the smaller challenges you have faced? Have you ever lost a homework assign-
ment? Lost the key to your house? Had to fix something you broke?

» What are some of the larger challenges you might face? Have you ever had to tell the truth even
when you knew it would be difficult? Had to moveto anew town? Had to speak or performinfront
of an audience? Had to compete in sports? Had to rebuild after afire or flood?
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WRITING Grade8

DAY 1] DAY 1l DAY 1

WRITING ABOUT THE TOPIC:

Many people are able to learn and grow from personal challenges. Write about facing a challenge.

You might, for example, do one of the following:

write about atime you successfully faced something you were afraid to do
tell about your mcgthiffi cult challenge
discuss what a person cancl)eirn from facing a challenge
describe how a person youoagmi re has faced a challenge
write about the t(?p?c in another way.

You may use examples from real life, from what you read or watch, or from your imagination. Your
writing will be read by interested adults.

(You may use this area and the following pages for freewriting, clustering, outlining, webbing, listing,
etc. When you are ready, you may begin your draft.)
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WRITING Grade8

Holistic Scorepoint Descriptions
Grade8

Hereis an explanation of what readers think about as they score your writing.

The central ideais clear and focused, and the writer uses creative, insightful detail. The
organization helps unify the piece, and movesthe reader easily through the text. The voice
of the writer comes through in the rich and precise word choice and effective use of varied
sentence structure. The text demonstrates varied use of standard writing conventions with
few errors.

The central ideais clear and focused, and the writer adds basic detail. Overall organization
is apparent but may be too obviously structured; there may be extraneous detail which
interferes with unity. The writing demonstrates varied sentence structure as well as
appropriate word choi ces, including some engaging vocabulary. Surfacefeature errors may
occasionally distract the reader, but they don’'t interfere with understanding.

The central idea is somewhat developed and the writer includes some detail. However,
focus may shift and some details may be extraneous. An attempt at organization is apparent
although ideas may lack a sense of wholeness. Vocabulary islimited or inappropriate to the
task; sentence structure may be simple. Surface feature errors make understanding difficult.

The writing may show little or no development of a central idea, or may be too limited in
length to demonstrate proficiency. Organization may be lacking or may seem arbitrary.
Vocabulary is limited; sentences may be choppy, incomplete, or rambling. Numerous
surface feature errors may severely interfere with understanding.

Not ratableif:

off-task

illegible

written in alanguage other than English

blank/refused to respond
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WRITING Grade8

Begin writing on this page.

Write your response using an ink pen only. DO NOT use correction fluid (white out).
No additional paper should be used, extra paper will not be scored.
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Score 1
This response provides a clear, concise summary of the central idea, the challenge of trying to fly
like Superman, in one sentence. It is too minimal to demonstrate proficiency.
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WRITING Grade8

Begin writing on this page.

Werite your response using an ink pen only. DO NOT use correction fluid (white out).
No additional paper should be used, extra paper will not be scored.
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Score 1
There is a recognizable central idea here about a day of sledding. Lack of organization and direction,

rambling sentences and numerous surface feature errors combine to make understanding difficult, as
in the following sentence: Then I walk up the hill then I was serd [scared] to go back down but I
went back down the [then] I wasent serd to go backdown.
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WRITING Grade8

Begin writing on this page.

Write your response using an ink pen only. DO NOT use correction fluid (white out).
No additional paper should be used, extra paper will not be scored.
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Score 1

Although most of the sentences in this response are clear in isolation, the separate ideas are not
developed, connected or organized well. The result sounds like a list of vague slogans that are
strung together: [ know that many people face challenges in there life. And many people learn from
these challenges. If nobody faces any challenges this wouldn't be life. People can learn how to be
nice to each other and not be prejudice.
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WRITING Grade8

Begin writing on this page.

Write your response using an ink pen only. DO NOT use correction fluid (white out).
No additional paper should be used, extra paper wiil not be scored.
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—
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Score 1
This response provides a little detail (‘A challenge for me is when me and my brother resle [wrestle]

somtime i win.”), but lacks focus and organization. It begins with a list of disconnected ideas about
what is hard and/or a challenge, then drifts off at the end with: My brother is cool I think. My
brother love to farm he like to do hard work he like to make stuff he want to be a micanice
[mechanic]. Severe surface feature errors in spelling, capitalization and punctuation contribute to the
difficulty in reading this piece.
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WRITING Grade8

Begin writing on this page.

Write your response using an ink pen only. DO NOT use correction fluid (white out).
No additional paper should be used, extra paper will not be scored.
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Score 2

This tightly focused piece about being pinned in wrestling practice is sequentially organized. It is
somewhat developed with a few details (hip toss, chicken wing, cradle), but more development with
relevant detail and explanation are needed for a higher score. The student could describe/explain
these wrestling terms to provide a clearer picture for the reader.
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WRITING Grade8

Begin writing on this page.

Write your response using an ink pen only. DO NOT use correction fluid (white out).
No additional paper should be used. extra paper will not be scored.
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Score 2

There is an attempt to organize this response through the use of five paragraphs, with three different
approaches to the topic of challenges mentioned in the three body paragraphs. There is also an
attempt to connect each approach to the central idea in the introduction that “You can learn + beome
stronger from oppositions” by repeating this idea at the beginning of each paragraph. However, each
of the three approaches is only minimally developed with one vague sentence each. More specific

details to develop the ideas would be needed for a higher score.
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WRITING Grade8

Begin writing on this page.

Write your response using an ink pen only. DO NOT use correction fluid (whjte out).
No additional paper should be used, extra paper will not be scored.
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Score 2
This response about getting in the house without a key has some dcvelopment some detail and some

organization. Like many papers at this level, words such as ““So,” and “But,” are overused to the
point of being repetitive. What could have been presented as a pretty harrowing experience seems
flat, leaving the reader with no real feel for why this particular challenge even stuck out to be the
main event of this paper. There is no more importance given to the facts of his own dog attacking
him and his parents being “really mad than to the sentence “One day I came home from school and

the door was locked as it usually is.’
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Begin writing on this page.

Write your response using an ink pen only. DO NOT use correction fluid (white out).
No additional paper should be used, extra paper will not be scored.
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Score 2

This is a higher paper than guide paper number 3, but similar in that much of this paper sounds like
a list of slogans: Facing a challenge is something everybody has to do. Fucing a challenge is a very
difficult thing. There are usually many different types of challenges. Remember, when you face that
slow and steady wins the race. There are a few details, but the ideas generally sound vague. An
attempt at organization is apparent, but the response does not seem clear and focused and does not
have a sense of wholeness.

Page 17



WRITING Grade8

Begin writing on this page.

| Write your response using an ink pen only. DO NOT use correction fluid {w hlte out).
No additional paper should be used, extra paper will not be scored.
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Score 3
This response is developed with some relevant detail and remains very focused on the mother’s

problem of smoking and her challenge to stop. It has a sense of wholeness, is clear and has voice
~ (“Tt seemed that my moms cigarettes came before her family™). There are several surface feature

errors, but they do not interfere with understanding.
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Begin writing on this page.

Write your response using an ink pen only. DO NOT use correction fluid (white out).
No additional paper should be used, extra paper will not be scored.
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Score 3
The student tells the reader right in the introduction that three kinds of challenges will be presented.

The transitions between the paragraphs are weak, but each challenge is presented with some basic
relevant detail and clarity.
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Score 3

This narrative presents a very focused, clear picture of the aftermath of a robbery that occurred at
home. The narrative has a sense of wholeness, as the author takes us along step-by-step, from
getting off the bus and seeing the police car, to the description of each room, to dealing with the
insurance company and, finally a lesson that has been learned as a result: Even though being robbed
is a bad experience some good things can come out of it. . . .I hope that I never have to deal with it
again.
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Score 3

This challenge of moving to a new school feels complete. The strongest part of this piece comes
with specific relevant details supplied in contrasting life at the old school with the new: the bus ride
was so long I fell asleep many times on the uncomfortable brown seats of the school bus. . .we had

to put our possessions in a courner of the classroom. My old school had been an old high school so
I was used to having a locker to put my things in.
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Score 4

This student clearly illustrates an expository approach to three kinds of challenges with relevant
personal examples. Varied, precise word choices add interest and voice to the paper, such as: on the
verge of destruction teenager, I was still a young one when we moved, and I set my tears and
feelings aside for a millisecond.
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Score 4
In another expository approach, this student uses several historical figures, a personal and a fictional

example to give multiple perspectives on challenges that people face. Each example is clear and
detailed. Varied sentence structure and vocabulary are used effectively throughout the piece.
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Begin writing on this page.

Write your response using an ink pen only. DO NOT use correction fluid (white out).
| No additional paper shou]d be used, extra paper will not be scored.
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Score 4

The reader is engaged in this piece through examples of personal challenges in which the author good-
naturedly pokes fun at himself. His voice and use of precise, varied word choices contribute to
effectiveness and clarity, as in the following: In fact, if  were to make another definition of challange, it
would be wrestling. I mean, where else can you be stuck in a circle with a man [your] size, & be told to

basically sit on him. . .and If you saw me tucked under my comforter, you could swear it was Rip Van
Winkle himself.
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Score 4

No extraneous information is given in this response, which is well controlled and extremely
focused. Specific relevant details provide a clear picture of that night. Organization keeps the reader
moving through the text. Vocabulary is precise and varied: / remember the silver -plated string
snapping off, whipping me in the arm; and falling to the floor.
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